
❖ Provide extra practice. When practicing with your 
child, be sure to focus on their weak areas, not their 
strengths. This will help keep them from getting bored 
with the extra test prep.

❖ Keep the practice sessions short and set small 
manageable goals. Meeting these goals can help 
boost your child’s confidence before the assessment.

❖ Be sure your child gets a good night’s sleep the night 
before the assessment and be sure your child eats a 
healthy breakfast that is fulfilling.

C Corner:

From Dr. Hairston, Principal

❖ April 4:              STEM Family Night 6:00-7:30 pm
❖ April 8:              Spring Picture Day
❖ April 13:            Good Neighborhood Day 

                  8:30 am-12:00 pm
❖ April 15-22:       Spring Break School Closed
❖ April 8- May 24: PARCC-MCAP Testing Grades 3-6

PARCC-MCAP Tips:

❑ ELA: Students will be exposed to the unit sight words in 
order to increase written vocabulary usage and 
participate in weekly spelling test. Students explore and 
use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, 
subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, 
icons) to locate key facts or information in a text 
efficiently. The phonemic focus during the month is to 
continue to decode two-syllable words following basic 
patterns, by breaking the words into syllables. 

❑ Math: Students will continue Unit 6 and start unit 7 
content. We will learn many different methods of two 
digit numbers additions and subtractions. Also we will 
come back to review how to read and write time. 

2nd Grade
❑ ELA: Wow, what a long way 2nd graders have come 

towards understanding what it takes to become 
researchers! As their extended research projects on 
dangerous weather phenomena come to a close, 
students will continue to develop an acumen for 
recognizing credible and relevant nonfiction sources. 
Soon, students will shift their focus from the Earth to its 
inhabitants, as they ponder and draw inferences to the 
age-old question: What makes people and places so 
different all over the world? 

Greetings Parents,
April is designated as Autism Awareness Month! We are excited to engage in a myriad of activities to support 
increasing autism awareness by sponsoring events for our students, such as reading focus books during class, 
wearing t-shirts that represent the celebration of autism awareness, and displaying positive quotes/pictures in the 
hallways that highlight autism awareness. So, during the week of April 1-5, please join the Paint Branch Family in 
celebrating and spreading the awareness about Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
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 Upcoming Activities:  Curriculum Updates:

From the PE Department: 
Spring is just around the corner. As the days get warmer, 
PE classes will be held outdoors.  If your child has severe 
allergies that limit their outdoor exposure, a note MUST be 
sent to the school nurse. Also, please provide your child 
with a water bottle to bring to PE class. As usual, sneakers 
are mandatory on PE days and gum is never allowed. 
Thank you for your cooperation. If you have any concerns 
or questions, please feel free to contact me at 
annette.hawkins@pgcps.org



   
❑ Math: Students will continue to learn standards from 

Unit 6. Students will fluently add and subtract within 
100 using strategies based on place value; Add up to 
four two-digit numbers using strategies based on place 
value and properties of operations; Add and subtract 
within 1000, using concrete models or drawing and 
strategies based on place value; Mentally add 10 or 
100 to a given number 100 – 900; Measure the length 
of an object by selecting and using appropriate tools 
such as rulers, yardsticks, meter sticks, and measuring 
tapes.

❑ ELA: Students will continue to make inferences as 
they read informational texts and fictions. Students will 
focus on identifying the theme, moral, and lesson as 
they prepare for the upcoming MCAP (previously 
called PARCC) assessment in May while reading and 
preparing written responses. 

❑ Math: Students will develop understanding of fractions 
as numbers, fractions on number line, equivalent 
fractions and fraction comparison. They will also 
reason with different shapes and their attributes, and 
represent and interpret data via bar graphs and line 
plots. 

❑ ELA:  Students will be reading and analyzing the 
novel Shiloh.  Areas of focus will be theme, plot, and 
character development.  In Writing Fundamentals, we 
will be studying the work of author Cynthia Rylant.  In 
addition, we will be preparing for the upcoming MCAP 
by completing practice assessments, reviewing 
vocabulary, and discussing effective comprehension 
strategies. 
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Curriculum Updates:
❑ Math: Students will understand that a prime number is 

divisible by only 1 and itself, resulting in exactly one 
factor pair. Students will understand that composite 
numbers have more than one factor pair. They will also 
understand the concepts of area and perimeter. 

❑ ELA: Students will write a play about a character facing a 
challenge. Students will read the novel Maniac Magee 
and compare and contrast characters and settings. They 
will make inferences and write informative and 
explanatory texts. They will prepare for the PARCC by 
taking practice tests and using strategies to analyze and 
respond to texts. 

❑ Math: Students will perform operations (addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division) with multi-digit 
whole numbers and decimals to the hundredths.Students 
will use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and 
subtract fractions. Students will apply and extend 
previous understandings of multiplication and division to 
multiply and divide fractions.

❑ ELA: The quarter begins with an exploration of theme 
through the analysis of a dramatic adaptation of The 
Phantom Tollbooth. Students closely analyze the drama 
and consider the plot, structure, and development of 
characters. Students will also consider how the scene fits 
into the overall structure of the text and contributes to the 
development of the theme, setting, and/or plot. 

❑ Math: In this unit, students are expected to apply their 
understanding of area to determining the area of 
triangles, quadrilaterals, and composite figures. In 
addition, students will use nets made up of triangles and 
rectangles in order to calculate surface area of 
three-dimensional figures. 

Curriculum Updates:


